Advanced trauma life support versus Combat Trauma Life Support courses: a comparison of cognitive knowledge decline.
This prospective study was conducted to compare cognitive knowledge decline among graduates of the Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS) and Combat Trauma Life Support (CTLS) courses in Israel. The investigation was based on multiple-choice questions that tested the results of 211 ATLS and CTLS course graduates and was performed 3 to 66 months after completion of the courses. These results were then compared with the examination outcomes immediately after the course. A statistical model based on survival analysis was used to evaluate the decline pattern and extent and to compare the two courses. No significant difference was found in the rate of decline in knowledge gained from the two courses after a given period. Priority for refresher courses should be set regardless of type of course previously attended by physicians.